December 15, 2005

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator,

The undersigned organizations are writing to voice our concern about provisions being debated
in the Reconciliation bill. On behalf of the 53 million Americans who rely on Medicaid for their
health and long-term care supports and services, we urge the Conferees to reject all provisions
that harm Medicaid beneficiaries. In particular, we strongly oppose the provisions of the House
Reconciliation bill that would result in higher cost-sharing and fewer benefits for low-income
Medicaid beneficiaries.

The Senate Reconciliation package does a significantly better job of protecting Medicaid beneficiaries
by finding savings through efficiencies in Medicare and in the way that Medicaid pays for
prescription drugs. The House package imposes unaffordable cost-sharing on, and allows benefit
reductions for, America’s most vulnerable seniors, children, people with disabilities, and
working families. What is more, the bill fails to find any savings from Medicare or from the
drug companies.

Congress now has the opportunity to take a stand for America’s most vulnerable populations and
reject all of the House provisions that harm low-income beneficiaries. The needs of millions of
low-income children, seniors, people with disabilities and working families hang in the balance.
We are depending on you to help shape a Reconciliation package that keeps health care
accessible, affordable and comprehensive for Medicaid beneficiaries.

Sincerely,

AFL-CIO

AIDS Alliance for Children, Youth & Families

Alliance for Children and Families

Alliance for Retired Americans

Alliance of Louisiana Developmental Centers Families & Friends
Alzheimer’s Association

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
American Academy of Pediatrics

American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
American Association of People with Disabilities

American Association on Mental Retardation

American College of Nurse Practitioners

American Congress of Community Supports and Employment Services
American Dental Hygienists' Association

American Diabetes Association



American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
American Federation of Teachers

American Medical Student Association

American Network of Community Options and Resources
American Nurses Association

American Public Health Association

American Therapeutic Recreation Association

Americans for Democratic Action

Asian American Justice Center

Association for the Mentally Retarded at Agnews

Association of Academic Physiatrists

Association of University Centers on Disabilities

Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law

Beatrice State Development Center Family and Friends Association
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