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Background

1 Viewed within framework focusing on
relationship between developing child and

environmental contexts  (Bronfenbrenner , 1977, 1979:
Klinger et al., 2007)

BChild behaviors

BlLocal school rules or community norms for behavior
BState board of education rules for disabilities

BFederal laws and regulations for identification and
placement




1 Local racial and political - economic structures
play important role  (&itie, 2002)

‘BRace/ethnicity alone not contributing factor
BSchool climates and community location greater

Impact
} States engaging in de jour segregation prior
to Brown (1954) had higher levels of DR




Determination of Special Education
Eligibility

; Hallmark of DR debate since before federal regulations
(Dunn, 1968)

1 Source of debate since before  Eaducation for All
Handi capped Chinl9d5r @oing &, 2008 C ¢

} Current federal criteria
B Overidentify ( Forness et al., 1998)
B Underidentify (Colarusso et al., 2001)

1+ Problems with identification

B Cultural and linguistic differences between child and evaluator
(McLean, 1998; Parvri, 2001)

B Overuse of invalid assessments  (Feil et al., 2005; Hilliard, 1992; Klinger et
al., 2007)

B Bias in teacher referral  (Cramer, 2006; Cullinan & Kauffman, 2005; Okiakor,
1999; Oswald et al., 2003)

BStatebs speci al e d u c a tpdrigh,r002fPairishel i ng f
Anthony, 2002)
1 Varying dollar amounts  ====@¥er - representation and under - funded

1 Same dollar amount ====gnder - representation




Determining Disproportionate
Representation (DR)

}

IDEA 2004 mandated states monitor and
evaluate plans to prevent  (sec. 612(24), 2004)

IDEA 2004 does not specify specific formula
for determining DR

No firm consensus on how to determine when
occurs in special education

BStates determine if and how much occurs (Posney,
2007)

Two different methods

B+/ - 10% of general population  (Chinn & Hughes, 1987)

BRIsk ratio for specific ethnicity compared to all
other ethnic groups  (Bolimer et al., 2007)




DR research focuses almost exclusivelyon K -12

Little attention paid on preschool years

B Discouraging since risk ratio increase during preschool to
school - age transition

B Precursors to DR may become identified

DR occurs most in high incidence (mild) disabilities
(Chinn & Hughes, 1987; Gelb & Mizokawa, 1986; NRC, 2002)

BMMR, LD, EBD

Data consistent for K - 12 DR with ethnically diverse
students ===$)CR monitoring

Once Identified, placed in more restrictive
environments

,IXI/?DSIt often with AA and AI/AN; lower with Hisp and

B Hisp populations vary greatly masking true rates of DR



