
Life Beyond Your Dissertation: 

Yes, it Really Does Happen!

Amanda Quesenberry
Illinois State University

Sharon Doubet
Illinois State University

Wu-Ying Hsieh
University of Illinois at Chicago

Gregory A. Cheatham
Arizona State University

1



Purpose of the Session

·Share personal experiences and strategies 

that facilitate the post-Ph.D. job search 

process

ƁJob vacancies search

ƁJob application process

ƁInterview tips and potential interview 

questions

ƁJob negotiation strategies 
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Job Search Process
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Apply for Jobs
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Deciding on the Type of Job You 

Want

·Reflect and assess your values, interests, and skills

·Your current progress toward degree completion

·Long-term career goals

·Personal factors

ƁLife style

ƁGeographic preferences

ƁFamily

ƁOther
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Deciding the Type of Job You Want

·Teach in a university (Academia)

ƁTeaching universities

ƁResearch universities

ƁTenured vs. non-tenured faculty

·Work as a post-doc

ƁResearch oriented

·Manage grants/projects

ƁDirector, coordinator

ƁSoft money

·Policy-state level jobs

·Others
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Search for Job Openings

·When to look for job announcements?

·Where to look?

ƁScholarly periodicals 

ƁInternet 

¶Chronicle of Higher Education chronicle.com

¶Higher Ed Jobs www.higheredjobs.com

¶Academic 360 www.academic360.com

¶Universitiesõ job posting website

ƁThrough your adviser, professors, colleagues

ƁConferences
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Search Job Openings

·Develop a matrix for job openings

ƁPrint out the ads

ƁSelect universities that have best match

¶Type of university

¶Life style

¶Location, etc.

ƁTip: Be very organized!
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Matrix for Job Openings

Institution Contact Information Deadline Materials sent Date

submitted

Notes

University

Of Illinois

At

Chicago

Dr. Victoria Chou, Dean

College of Education m/c 

147

Univ. of Illinois at Chicago

1040 W. Harrison Street

Chicago, IL 60607

1/15/05 1. A letter of 

application 

2. CV

3. A sample of 

preprints or 

reprints

4. Names of 3 

references

12/20/04 Follow-up if no 

response by 

2/1/05
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