
What is Aboriginal Supported Child Development? 
Aboriginal Supported Child Development (ASCD) is a provincial program, funded by the Ministry of Children and Family 
Development (MCFD) that is designed to specifically meet the needs of children with special needs and their families. 
ASCD recognizes that inclusion and providing intervention and support in child care settings during the early stages of de-
velopment is important. 
 
Purpose of Aboriginal Supported Child Development 
To enable children who require extra supports to be included in child care settings. Such inclusion allows children to par-
ticipate in settings that will support their development along with their peers. ASCD services address the child care needs 
of working/student parents with children with special needs. Having a child care setting where their children can get the 
supports they need to be included, allows the parents/caregivers to continue in their own daily activities of work and 
learning, and allows their child to grow and learn in a safe and nurturing environment. 
 
Who are the Children and Families who need extra support?  
Children with developmental delays, including communication, speech and language delays, fine motor and gross motor 
delays, cognitive delays, social/emotional/behavioural delays. Children do not need a diagnosis to access programs, but 
some children may have diagnoses such as Down Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, Autism Spectrum Disorder, Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder (FASD), deaf and hard of hearing, visually impaired, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
speech disorders such as apraxia, and complex health care needs.  
Families can include birth, adopted, and foster families. ASCDP is accessible to all income levels. Aboriginal families can be 
living on or off reserve and can be Status, Non-Status, Métis or Inuit. Band affiliation is not necessary. Self-identification as 
Aboriginal is com­pletely voluntary. 
 
Referral and Eligibility 
Referral to ASCD is often done by a parent, doctor, public health nurse, child care provider, or other community profes-
sional. This is a voluntary program and involvement with MCFD is not expected or required. 
Children must meet the following three criteria:  
 
1. Child must be between newborn to 12 years (services for children 13 to 19 may be provided on an individual basis).  
2. Child must have a developmental delay or disability in one of four areas:  

a.     physical   
b.     cognitive  
c.     communicative or  
d.     social/emotional/ behavioural  

3. Child requires additional support in a child care setting because of the develop­mental delay or disability. 
 
How is Aboriginal SCD different from SCD?  
Aboriginal SCD programs and services are delivered within a cultural model, respecting traditional protocol, language and 
traditions. Aboriginal SCD honours and values a cultural approach that includes serving the Aboriginal child in the context 
of the family as a whole and within the child’s community.  
Goals for Aboriginal SCD include:  

Culturally based services  
Improved access for Aboriginal children and families  
Good outcomes for Aboriginal children, families and communities  

 
Role of Aboriginal Supported Child Development Agency 
The role of the ASCD Agency in each community includes the following:  

Manage community resources for ASCD by contract with MCFD  
Provide direct access for families—no need for families to go through MCFD  
Determine eligibility and supports needed  
Provide support services including consultant services and extra staffing support  
Waitlist management  
Accountability/Reporting/Data Collection  
Local Advisory Committee 



ASCD has been evolving rapidly over the last 3 years. Over 37 community based initiatives are in varying developmental 
stages, with 28 of those programs having successfully made the move to service delivery. Additionally, there are 7 ASCD 
Consultants embedded in SCD programs to increase access to culturally relevant supports (see map below). 
 

Approximately 9,000 children received SCDP/ASCDP services in 2008  
68 % of children (6116) - birth to age 6  
26.5 % of children (2383) - ages 6 – 12  
5.5 % of children (495) - ages 13 to 19  
majority of children attend licensed group child care or preschool settings (77.5%)  
37% receive SCDP Consultant services only   
63% receive Consultant services and extra staffing support  
58% self-identify as Aboriginal in the North Region – other regions range from 11% to 28%  

 
Aboriginal SCD Resources are available on our website www.ascdp.bc.ca:  

Aboriginal Supported Child Development Website was developed as a link from Supported Child Development web-
site. This site provides information for families, service providers and communities to learn more about what is hap-
pening with Aboriginal SCD. Visit www.ascdp.bc.ca and click on the link Aboriginal SCD.  
Aboriginal Supported Child Development Handbook, written by consultant Monique Gray Smith. It is an excellent 
resource for anyone who wants to explore the possibility of Aboriginal Supported Child Development in their com-
munity.  
Community Assessment Tool Kit, written by Shelley Littlechild to help communities ensure that Aboriginal children 
and their families have access to culturally appropriate Aboriginal SCD programs.  
Aboriginal Supported Child Development Guidelines Manual which provides a common set of program guidelines, 
template forms, and an outline of recommended practices based on culturally sensitive services. This Manual was 
created through community engagement and consultation with ASCD programs. 
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