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Young Exceptional Children (YEC) is a peer-reviewed publication produced by the Division for Early 
Childhood (DEC) of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).  YEC is designed for teachers, early 
care and education personnel, administrators, therapists, family members, and others who work on behalf 
of children from birth through eight years of age who have identified disabilities, developmental delays, 
are gifted/talented, or are at risk of future developmental problems.  YEC is published four times a year 
and serves as a practitioner’s magazine and as a compliment to The Journal of Early Intervention, as well 
as the major source of printed communication between DEC and its membership. 
 
YEC is designed to assist practitioners and family members in their daily activities with young children.  
Articles are sought which have a sound base in theory or research, yet are written for practitioners and 
families.  Articles should be reader-friendly, and written for a broad audience which includes 
professionals from a variety of disciplines, family members, and paraprofessionals.  Technical terms 
which might not be familiar to all of these groups, should be explained.  Information should be clearly 
presented using descriptions, vignettes, or examples so translation into practice will be facilitated. 
 
To be considered for review, an article must meet the following criteria: 
1. It must be no more than 15 pages, double spaced, including references. 
2. It must be considered functional and useful for practitioners and families. 
3. It must not have been previously published in or under review for another publication. 
4. DEC must be given an exclusive option on possible publication for a period of 12 months following 

receipt of the article. 
5. The author assumes responsibility for publication clearance in the event the article was presented at a 

professional meeting of another organization or was developed for a funding agency. 
 
In preparing an article for publication, authors must use the following guidelines: 
1. Double space text, including quotations. 
2. Use 12-point Times New Roman font with margins set to one inch. 
3. Keep article length at or under 15 pages, double spaced, including tables, figures, and references. 
4. Follow the format rules of APA.  Authors are advised to consult the Publication Manual of the 

American Psychological Association (5th ed.). 
5. Prepare a cover sheet with all authors’ full names, professional degrees, addresses with zip code, and 

phone numbers, and or email addresses.  The author names should not appear at any other place in the 
article. 

6. We strongly encourage the use of print photos to highlight the manuscript. These should be included 
at the time of article acceptance. Note: Photos cannot be returned. 

7. Submit an electronic copy of the article to carlapet@iastate.edu or five hard copies of the article to: 
 

Carla Peterson 
Department of Human Development and Family Studies 

Iowa State University 
51C LeBaron Hall 
Ames, IA  50011 

(515) 294-4898 (Office) 
(515)-294-2502 (Fax) 
carlapet@iastate.edu 

 


