SUBPART B:  STATE ELIGIBILITY FOR A GRANT AND 

REQUIREMENTS FOR A STATEWIDE SYSTEM

	PROPOSED/ANALYSIS
	CURRENT
	STATUTE/CONFERENCE REPORT



	SEC. 303.118- Comprehensive system of personnel development (CSPD).
	
	

	Sec.  303.118
Each system must include a comprehensive system of personnel development, including the training of paraprofessionals and the training of primary referral sources with respect to the basic components of early intervention services available in the State, that--


	Sec. 303.360 (b)(3) and (4)

(b) The personnel development system under this part must--

(3) Provide for the training of a variety of personnel needed to meet the requirements of this part, including public and private 

providers, primary referral sources, paraprofessionals, and persons who will serve as service coordinators; and

(4) Ensure that the training provided relates specifically to—(i) Understanding the basic components of early intervention services available in the State;(ii) Meeting the interrelated social or emotional, health, 

developmental, and educational needs of eligible children under this part; and(iii) Assisting families in enhancing the development of their children, and in participating fully in the development and implementation of IFSPs.


	 Sec. 635(a)(8)(A)

(a) In General.--A statewide system described in section 633 shall include, at a minimum, the following components: 

(8) A comprehensive system of personnel development, including the training of paraprofessionals and the training of primary referral sources with respect to the basic components of early intervention services available in the State that—…


	Sec.  303.118 (a)

(a)(1)
(a) Must include—

    (1) Implementing innovative strategies and activities for the recruitment and retention of EIS providers;

(a)(2)

(2) Promoting the preparation of EIS providers who are fully and appropriately qualified to provide early intervention services under this part; and

(a)(3)

(3) Training personnel to coordinate transition services for infants and toddlers with disabilities who are transitioning from an 

early intervention services program under Part C of the Act to a preschool program under section 619 of the Act, Head Start, Early Head Start, an elementary school program under Part B of the Act or another appropriate program; and


	Sec. 303.360(c)(1)

(c) A personnel development system under this part may include--

(1) Implementing innovative strategies and activities for the recruitment and retention of early intervention service providers;

(c)(2)

(c) A personnel development system under this part may include—

(2) Promoting the preparation of early intervention providers who are fully and appropriately qualified to provide early intervention 

services under this part;

(c)(4)

(c) A personnel development system under this part may include—(4) Training personnel to coordinate transition services for infants and toddlers with disabilities from an early intervention program under this part to a preschool program under part B of the Act or to other preschool or other appropriate services.


	(A)(i)
(A) shall include—

(i) implementing innovative strategies and activities for the recruitment and retention of early education service providers;…
(A)(ii)
(ii) promoting the preparation of early intervention providers who are fully and appropriately qualified to provide early intervention services under this part; and… 

(A)(iii)
(iii) training personnel to coordinate transition services for infants and toddlers served under this part from a program providing early intervention services under this part and under part B (other than section 619), to a preschool program receiving funds under section 619, or another appropriate program; and
637(a)(10)

(a) Application.--A State desiring to receive a grant under section 633 shall submit an application to the Secretary at such time and in such manner as the Secretary may reasonably require. The application shall contain-- (10) a description of State efforts to promote collaboration among Early Head Start programs under section 645A of the Head Start Act, early education and child care programs, and services under part C; and


	Sec. 303.118 (b)
(b)(1)
(b) May include--

    (1) Training personnel to work in rural and inner-city areas;

(b)(2)

(2) Training personnel in the emotional and social development of young children; and

(b)(3)

(3) Training personnel to support families in participating fully in the development and implementation of the child's IFSP.

	Sec. 303.360(c)(3)

(c) A personnel development system under this part may include--

    (3) Training personnel to work in rural and inner-city areas; and

Sec. 303.360(b)(4)(ii)

(b) The personnel development system under this part must--

    (4) Ensure that the training provided relates specifically to--

    (ii) Meeting the interrelated social or emotional, health, developmental, and educational needs of eligible children under this part; and

Sec. 303.360(b)(4)(iii)

(b) The personnel development system under this part must--

    (4) Ensure that the training provided relates specifically to--

(iii) Assisting families in enhancing the development of their children, and in participating fully in the development and 

implementation of IFSPs.

	635(a)(8)(B)(i)
(a) In General.--A statewide system described in section 633 shall include, at a minimum, the following components: (8) A comprehensive system of personnel development, including the training of paraprofessionals and the training of primary referral sources with respect to the basic components of early intervention services available in the State that—(B) may include-- (i) training personnel to work in rural and inner-city areas; and… 
(b)(ii)
(B) may include-- (ii) training personnel in the emotional and social development of young children. 


	SEC. 303.119- Personnel standards.
	
	

	Sec.  303.119(a)
(a) General. Each system must include policies and procedures relating to the establishment and maintenance of qualification standards to ensure that personnel necessary to carry out the purposes of this part are appropriately and adequately prepared and trained.

Analysis:

Current Sec.  303.360(b)(2), requiring that preservice and inservice training be conducted on an interdisciplinary basis, to the extent appropriate, would be removed because whether to conduct preservice and inservice training that 

includes an interdisciplinary methodology or other methodology, is a decision best left to the States because each State determines the qualifications needed for personnel providing services under Part C of the Act. [FR 72 Page 26464-26466].

	303.169
(a) Each application must include policies and procedures that are 

consistent with the requirements in Sec. 303.361.

303.361(b)(1)
(b)(1) Each statewide system must have policies and procedures relating to the establishment and maintenance of standards to ensure 

that personnel necessary to carry out the purposes of this part are appropriately and adequately prepared and trained.
	635(a)(9)

(a) In General.--A statewide system described in section 633 shall include, at a minimum, the following components: (9) Policies and procedures relating to the establishment and maintenance of qualifications to ensure that personnel necessary to carry out this part are appropriately and adequately prepared and trained,… 

	Sec.  303.119(b)
(b) Qualification standards. The policies and procedures required in paragraph (a) of this section must provide for the establishment and maintenance of qualification standards that are consistent with any State-approved or State-recognized certification, licensing, registration, or other comparable requirements that apply to the profession, discipline, or area in which personnel are providing early intervention services.
	303.361(b)(2)
(2) The policies and procedures required in paragraph (b)(1) of this 

section must provide for the establishment and maintenance of standards that are consistent with any State-approved or State-recognized 

certification, licensing, registration, or other comparable requirements 

that apply to the profession or discipline in which a person is providing early intervention services.
	…635(a)(9)

…including the establishment and maintenance of qualifications that are consistent with any State-approved or recognized certification, licensing, registration, or other comparable requirements that apply to the area in which such personnel are providing early intervention services,…


	Sec.  303.119 (c)

(c) Use of paraprofessionals and assistants. Nothing in Part C of the Act may be construed to prohibit the use of paraprofessionals and assistants who are appropriately trained and supervised in accordance with State law, regulation, or written policy, to assist in the provision of early intervention services under Part C of the Act to infants and toddlers with disabilities.

	303.361(f)
(f) A State may allow paraprofessionals and assistants who are 

appropriately trained and supervised, in accordance with State law, regulations,or written policy, to assist in the provision of early intervention services to eligible children under this part.


	635(a)(9)
…except that nothing in this part (including this paragraph) shall be construed to prohibit the use of paraprofessionals and assistants who are appropriately trained and supervised in accordance with State law, regulation, or written policy, to assist in the provision of early intervention services under this part to infants and toddlers with disabilities.

	Sec.  303.119 (d)

(d) Policy to address shortage of personnel. A State may adopt a policy that includes making ongoing good-faith efforts to recruit and hire appropriately and adequately trained personnel to provide early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities, including, in a geographic area of the State where there is a shortage of such personnel, the most qualified individuals available who are making satisfactory progress toward completing applicable course work necessary to meet the standards described in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section.


	303.361(g) 

(g) In implementing this section, a State may adopt a policy that includes making ongoing good-faith efforts to recruit and hire appropriately and adequately trained personnel to provide early 

intervention services to eligible children, including, in a geographic area of the State where there is a shortage of personnel that meet these qualifications, the most qualified individuals available who are making 

satisfactory progress toward completing applicable course work necessary to meet the standards described in paragraph (b)(2) of this section, consistent with State law, within 3 years.
	


	SEC. 303.126- Early intervention services in natural environments.
	
	

	Sec.  303.126
Each system must include policies and procedures to ensure, consistent with Sec. 303.13(a)(8) (early intervention services), 303.26 (natural environments), and 303.344(d)(1)(ii) (content of an IFSP), that early intervention services for infants and toddlers with 

disabilities are provided--

    (a) To the maximum extent appropriate, in natural environments; and


	303.12(b)

(b) Natural environments. To the maximum extent appropriate to the needs of the child, early intervention services must be provided in natural environments, including the home and community settings in which children without disabilities participate.
	635(a)(16)(a) In General.--A statewide system described in section 633 shall include, at a minimum, the following components:(16) Policies and procedures to ensure that, consistent with section 636(d)(5)-- (A) to the maximum extent appropriate, early intervention services are provided in natural environments;… 

	Sec.  303.126(b)

(b) In settings other than the natural environment that are most appropriate, as determined by the parent and the IFSP team, only when early intervention services cannot be provided satisfactorily in a natural environment.
	303.344(d)(1)(ii) - d) Early intervention services. (1) The IFSP must include a statement of the specific early intervention services necessary to meet the unique needs of the child and the family to achieve the outcomes identified in paragraph (ii) The natural environments, as described in Sec. 303.12(b), and Sec. 303.18 in which early intervention services will be provided, and a justification of the extent, if any, to which the services will not be provided in a natural environment;
	(a)(16)(B)
…and (B) the provision of early intervention services for any infant or toddler with a disability occurs in a setting other than a natural environment that is most appropriate, as determined by the parent and the individualized family service plan team, only when early intervention cannot be achieved satisfactorily for the infant or toddler in a natural environment.
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